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A standing-room only crowd packed into the Carter G. Woodson African American
History Museum Saturday, Aug. 18 to hear Gillum’s views.
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Consider adoption
or mentoring

Andrew Gillum shares
his gubernatorial vision
at the Woodson Museum
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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School-to-Work
Readiness Program

ST. PETERSBURG – Fresh
from the Hillsborough County
NAACP Democratic gubernatorial candidate forum—where
he was the only candidate to
show—Andrew
Gillum
brought his vision of becoming
Florida’s next governor to the
Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum last
Saturday.
that
morning,
Earlier

Gillum sat alone on the stage at
Middleton High School in
Tampa where he was able to
chat with more than 200 voters
intimately.
Branch President Yvette
Lewis said she met with each
candidate two weeks prior
about the forum, but claims
they all backed out earlier in
the week, except one.
After the Tampa forum and
before he made across the
bridge to the Woodson, he

tweeted: “We don’t have a private jet, but I guess I was the
only one of my opponents who
could beat the I-4 traffic to
make it.”
City Council Chair Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman was on-hand
to introduce Gillum and spoke
of their shared belief in “common sense” gun legislation.
She spoke of how he challenged the gun lobby and the
NRA when he refused to repeal
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Held at the Enoch Davis Center Tuesday night,
Pork Chops and Politics aimed to help
constituents make informed decisions.
the time given has been hard.
She also said that more mental
health counselors and school
counselors had also been added
to the district.
Jeff Larsen, a reading teacher
in Tarpon Springs, is running for
school board because he feels
“we can do better.” He stated the
district needed to shift its focus

Staff Writer

See POLITICS, page 9

Staff Writer

coMMuNIty

BY J.A. JONES

from testing.
“Our students have become
numbers, they’ve become statistics.”
Larsen felt that communication, transparency and accessibility to information should be
improved for parents, including
changing meeting times so that

See GILLUM, page 12

PCULYP hold Politics and Pork Chops,
School Board edition
ST. PETERSBURG – This
Tuesday, Aug. 21, the Urban
League Young Professionals
hosted school board candidates
at their “Politics and Porkchops”
presentation, an event created to
help constituents make informed
votes and hold elected officials
accountable.
The attending candidates and
some of their positions are summarized below.
District 2 – School Board
Member, countywide
Current board member
Terry Krassner said “not to
make excuses, but it has been
tough” to deal with the new mandates coming down from Tallahassee. She said the new rules
dealing with safety are the greatest challenge in the district.
As a member of the district’s
safety team, she shared that trying to get a school safety officer
in each school as mandated in

Lakewood
Estates
residents
worry as
country club
attempts new
development

ST. PETERSBURG – Some
residents of Lakewood Estates, a
neighborhood of roughly 1,600
homes, are worried about the St.
Petersburg Country Club and
Golf Course’s current plan to develop within its boundaries.
Developed in the 1920s, Lakewood Estates was designed as a
residential area surrounding a private golf club. While oral histories
attest to cross-burnings and similar anti-integration incidents when
Lakewood began to integrate in
the ‘60s, today the neighborhood
boasts of its racially, ethnically
and economically diverse population.
With Lakewood Estates currently having just over a 50 percent African-American population,
the golf course’s importance remains a debated one for many residents. When asked if the golf
course and country club reflect
the neighborhood’s raciallymixed atmosphere, one source interviewed
(who
requested
anonymity) scoffed: “Barely.”
In May, the country club applied to change the Future Land
Use Map (FLUM) designation
from “Recreation/Open Space”
with a Neighborhood Suburban
Estate (NSE) zoning designation
to “Residential Low” under
FLUM, with an official zoning
designation of NS-2 (Neighborhood Suburban Single Family-2).
But should the country club
and golf course, situated on plots
adjacent to residential properties,
be able to develop more housing
on the land—even if that development creates headaches, environmental hazards, danger to

BY J.A. JONES
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FRONT AND CENTER

Justice Thurgood Marshall: A lion
of the law
BY ATTY. JACQUELINE HUBBARD
ASALH President
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Thoroughgood Marshall was born
in Baltimore in 1908 and was the descendant of slaves on both sides of his
family. He later shortened his first
name to “Thurgood.” He attended public schools in Baltimore and after graduation from high school, attended and
received his undergraduate degree
from Lincoln University in Pennsylvania.
He applied to the University of
Maryland Law School after graduating
from Lincoln University but was rejected because of his race. The rejection was an indignation that had a
lasting effect on his career. It was a
wrong he wanted to right.
Instead of the University of Maryland, Marshall attended Howard University Law School and graduated first
in his class in 1933. He was fortunate
enough to have as his mentor Charles
Hamilton Houston, who was dean of
Howard University Law School and a
supremely talented African-American
lawyer himself.
Houston recognized Marshall as a
gifted student of the law and nurtured
his talent. After graduating from law
school, Marshall began a lasting working relationship with Houston and with
the national NAACP.
In 1936, Marshall became the staff
attorney for the NAACP. In 1940, he
founded the NAACP Legal Defense
and Education Fund and became its
executive director. As the executive director, Marshall argued 32 civil rights
and criminal defense cases before the
Supreme Court. Of the 32 cases he argued, he won 29 of them.
It is often said that Marshall was
the most fearless and gifted civil rights
and criminal defense attorney of his
generation, and possibly in American
history. Through unwavering belief in
his talent and his comprehension of
American jurisprudence, he along with
his talented co-counsels and mentor
created lasting social change in this
country.
As author Juan Williams stated in
his book, “Thurgood Marshall - American Revolutionary,” “His great
achievement was to expand rights for
individual Americans. But he especially succeeded in creating new protections under law for America’s
women, children, prisoners, homeless,
minorities, and immigrants.”
It was the lawyering of Marshall
that brought about the end of legal
segregation in America. All of the
cases he argued before the Supreme
Court were notable, especially Brown
vs. Board of Education of Topeka,
Kansas. This case established, in 1957,
the judicial precedent that there can be
no “separate but equal” segregation of

W E

Justice Thurgood Marshall
the races in America and prohibited
segregation in public schools and
other public accommodations. This
alone was revolutionary in American
law.
One of his most famous criminal
cases was his defense of four young
black men accused of rape in central
Florida in 1949, whom he defended at
great personal risk to his life. His
adroit and fearless defense of the retrial is described in the Pulitzer Prizewinning book by Gilbert King entitled,
“The Devil in the Grove - Thurgood
Marshall, the Groveland Boys, and the
Dawn of a New America.”
One of Marshall’s associates working on the Groveland case was murdered.
Marshall was continually
warned that “he would be next,” but
survived several overt attempts on his
life. Nonetheless, Marshall took on
the case in 1951 and successfully defended the surviving young men.
President John F. Kennedy appointed Marshall to the United States
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit in 1961. Marshall remained on
that court until 1965 when President
Lyndon B. Johnson named him to be
the United States Solicitor General, the
first African American to hold the office.
On June 13, 1967, Johnson nominated Marshall to become the first
African American on the United States
Supreme Court. Marshall was confirmed in August 1967 and served for
24 years. He died in 1993 at the age of
86.
Marshall paved the way for every
black lawyer who came after him. He
set a high standard for intellectual excellence, studiousness, research and
respect for the law. We continue to
honor him as a “lion of the law.”
Attorney Jacqueline Hubbard graduated from the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the president of
the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of African American
Life and History, Inc.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Her preparation, her process,
her purpose

In September 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed her to
the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York.
Life has an interesting way of preparing her for purposeful work. In a world
that is sometimes unkind, she builds
strength through the process of using
her experiences to enhance the lives of
others.
Meet Constance Baker Motley, who
lived from September 14, 1921, through
September 28, 2005.
As a civil rights activist and lawyer,
Baker (who was unmarried then)
was an assistant attorney to Thurgood
Marshall and helped with arguing the
case Brown vs. Board of Education. In
1950, she wrote the original complaint
for the case.
Note, Brown is a landmark United
States Supreme Court case in which the
Court declared state laws establishing
separate public schools for black and
white students to be unconstitutional.
Such an assignment for Baker
seems fitting when considering how she
acquired a keen sense of racial awareness. As a child, she attended integrated
schools, and on several occasions experienced racism. These experiences motivated her to become involved in civil
rights. Inspired to attend law school,
making history followed.
When Baker was hired by the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Fund after graduating from Columbia
Law School, she became its first female
attorney. She was also the first AfricanAmerican woman to argue a case before
the U. S. Supreme Court. Her record
before the Court was stellar.
Regularly, Baker litigated and advocated on behalf of desegregating
schools, buses, and lunch counters. Her
first case before the U. S. Supreme
Court was Meredith vs. Fair. She won
this milestone case. Its ruling resulted
in James Meredith becoming the first

African- American student to be admitted into the University of Mississippi.
On February 4, 1964, Baker (who
by then married and known as Motley)
became the first African-American
woman elected to the New York State
Senate. She made history again on February 23, 1965, when she became the
first woman to be chosen as Manhattan Borough President Of Manhattan,
New York City.
The racism Motley experienced in
her youth could have stunted her development, but instead, it motivated her.
Some may have found her work to desegregate public spaces odd, especially
when considering that she was a victim
of racism at such a young and impressionable age. Instead, it sharpened her
awareness, which in turn resulted in her
being a brilliant legal mind on the issue.
Motley was not done making history. In September 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed her to
the United States District Court for the
Southern District of New York. This appointment made her the first AfricanAmerican woman federal judge. She
eventually served a term as chief judge.
While on the bench and in
1978, Motley ruled that a female reporter must be allowed into the Major
League Baseball locker. This was a revolutionary decision for women in sports
broadcasting.
Just like with all of us, Motley’s life
experiences had a significant factor in
her development. Furthermore, Motley’s mentality about her experiences
was key in her process of preparation
for purposeful work. The mind is a powerful thing. How is it preparing you?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Is tongues the evidence of the Spirit - Pt. 1
There are some Pentecostals that make tongues
as THE proof that one is
saved or filled with the
Spirit. Many wait for this
evidence to occur and
when it does not they look
desperately to find whatever flaw or sin is holding
back God’s Spirit from
coming and become saved.
The Bible does not
teach tongues is the evidence for salvation, but one
of the many evidences of
someone possessing the
Holy Spirit. Their patience
in striving and expecting is
for naught. Paul states
rhetorically in 1 Cor.12:29
are all prophets are all
apostles and teachers? Answer is NO! Do all have
gifts of healings? Do all
speak in tongues? again
the answer is NO! In Chapter 14 he says he’d rather
they prophecy and in vs.5:
“I wish you all spoke in
tongues but even more
that you prophesied. At the
beginning of Chpt.12 he
states the Lord gives out
the gifts as he wills and that
they are all different gifts
not everyone has the same
gift vs.11. the gift of
tongues is listed last. In
Rom.12 and Eph.4 it is not
mentioned at all, giving us
the impression that it is a
insignificant gift compared
to the others. Tongues
were never intended to be
the common denominator
of spiritual gifts to all believers, to make this as such is
divisive.
(Jesus said you shall be
my witnesses, literally martyrs. What if we were to
give the same credence to
being killed for Christ as a
measure of spirituality. This
certainly would clear the
air about being spiritual.
Imagine someone saying “
you don’t have salvation because you haven’t died for
him”).
Many say God does
not change, what He did
before He will do today.
This is used for Jesus healing all as well (Heb.13:8). It
is not a matter of what He
will or will not do, but what

He has chosen to do in His
Church. The truth is, God
has changed the way He
does some things, but it is
His nature that does not
change. For example when
the Holy Spirit was first
sent He came as a mighty
rushing wind and fire
(shekhinah) appeared over
the apostles heads in the
upper room. But he does
not continue to do this each
time people are baptized in
Holy Spirit. In fact it was
only done once, and not repeated for any other group
who was saved (Acts
2;8;10).
1 Cor.12:1-3 “Now concerning spiritual gifts,
brethren, I do not want you
to be ignorant: You know
that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb
idols, however you were
led. Therefore I make
known to you that no one
speaking by the Spirit of
God calls Jesus accursed,
and no one can say that
Jesus is Lord except by the
Holy Spirit.” There were
two of the mystery religions in this part of the
world in Paul’s time when
he was doing evangelism.
Cybele and Dionysius
were the name of the two
false gods were worshipped. The service was
accompanied by speaking
in tongues (ecstatic babble) and sounds from instruments,
clanging
symbols, smashing gongs,
and blaring trumpets. Did
Paul mean it was these
mystery religions when he
wrote 1 Cor.13:1, we can’t
know for sure, but he was
addressing the corruption
of the gift of tongues in his
letter to the Corinthian
church. He certainly may
have used an example they
were well aware of, being
saved out of that religious
culture. They were delivered from the gibberish of
the paganism of their culture, but they were bringing this conduct over into
the church (certainly not in
order). Even though they
had the genuine gift, they
were practicing it wrong.

Funny, we don’t seem to
learn from our mistakes,
even when it is written
down in the Bible. Remember Paul is giving a rebuke
for the way they were carrying on inside the
Church. With all this said
we are not to forbid the
spiritual gifts to be exercised, only watch that they
are exercised correctly.
Is there a 2nd blessing,
YES and a third, a 20th and
100th...We are to be continually filled with Spirit. But
you are baptized into the
Body by the Holy Spirit
once.
1 Cor.12:13 “For by
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free—
and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit.” God
states we have all been
baptized in the Spirit this
is how one enters the
body of Christ. So there is
no need to seek a baptism
of the Spirit. It is a salvation experience. Nowhere
do we find in the New Testament someone being rebaptized in the Spirit.
However there is a need
to be continually filled
with the Spirit and this is a
command. Eph 5:18 “And
do not be drunk with
wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the
Spirit.” I understand the
semantics of what someone means, that they
apply this terminology to
being filled, so I’m not
making an issue over the
word but the meaning behind it. Is there a 2nd
blessing? Yes, and numerable ones afterwards, as
we are to be continually
filled with the Spirit, not
just once. But we are only
immersed (baptized) into
the body once. It is sometimes those who are suppose to be spirit filled that
make this a divisive issue
as if they are spiritually superior.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L.
Harrison

I AM:
Joseph E. Savage
By Gwendolyn Reese
Joseph E. Savage, a sanitation worker,
spearheaded a movement leading 211-300
of his fellow workers to walk off their jobs
in May 1968. This was just a little more
than a month after the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. in Memphis on
April 4, 1968.
Dr. King was in Memphis to support
and bring attention to a strike by more
than 1,300 of the city’s sanitation workers.
Dr. King’s brother, A.D. King, came to St.
Petersburg in support of the workers here
as did Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, former
president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). The SCLC is
an African-American civil rights organization established in 1957 in Atlanta. Dr.
King served as its first president.
According to an article in St. Petersburg
Times dated January 1968, Savage said the
workers had several strikes and work stoppages before the strike in May 1968. During that time, several workers met at
Savage’s home and organized the Young
Men’s Progressive Club. The purpose of
the club was to work towards upgrading
wages and working conditions of the sanitation workers.
The strike was not planned but was the
result of broken promises. Sanitation
workers developed a plan to save the city
money with the intent that the workers
would benefit from the savings. The plan
saved the city close to $300,000, but city of-

ficials were only giving the workers five
cents an hour more.
In protest, some of the younger workers used a garbage truck to block the entrance thus igniting the strike that lasted
nearly four months. The community supported the workers and raised money for
the striker’s families, fed them and raised
money to bail them out of jail. Lynn Andrews, the city manager, fired the workers
and advertised in several states for workers to replace them.
The strike for better pay and working
conditions lasted 116 days during which
racial tensions exploded in various ways.
Savage received death threats, his car was
burned in front of his home, and his telephone was tapped.
Additionally, there was street violence
and fire bombings resulting in property
damage for both white and black residents. In mid-August, the city’s black
neighborhoods suffered through four
days of arson, gunshots and rock and bottle throwing.
Police in riot gear walked the streets,
an armored anti-riot tank was used to
shoot tear gas, and hundreds of young
blacks were arrested. A civil emergency
was declared. Savage was arrested, and
there is a picture in the May 1988 edition
of the Times of the arrest showing Savage
laughing while being physically carried
away by two policemen.

He was quoted as saying: “I was
laughing to keep from crying.” According
to his son Abdul Karim Ali, “His wife Beulah Savage was the backbone of the family
while he was leading the strike.”
Upon returning to work, the men had
to work a six-day week including a half day
on Saturday; they were paid for a full day,
but they lost their seniority, sick leave and
vacation benefits. Savage and James B.
Sanderlin, who was legal counsel for the
workers, found the settlement to be unsatisfactory, but the men decided to accept
the terms because they could not afford to
continue striking after four months.
More importantly, however, the strike
is seen as a milestone in local civil rights
history. The black community united over
the issue and learned how to negotiate
with the city. The city council passed a law
allowing the workers to form a union that
was established in 1970, and the Community Alliance was born.
The following year, C. Bette Wimbish,
the first black council member would be
elected. A few years later Sanderlin, the
young lawyer who represented the striking workers, would be elected the first
black judge in Pinellas County.
The man, Joseph E. Savage, was much
more than a sanitation worker. He was
more than a man of courage who despite
his fears during the strike never gave up.
He was a man concerned about his com-

Joseph E. Savage
munity; a man willing to take a stand for
himself and others.
He was a church-going man and a
singer widely known throughout Tampa
Bay. He was a deacon, president of the
male chorus, a member of the gospel chorus and vice-president of the No. 1 choir at
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church.
He is quoted as saying, “I was raised
up in the church. I’m not saying I’ve been
right all the time. I have my faults like anyone else, but I tried to live a Christian life.”
Savage retired from the sanitation department in 1987 after 37 years. He died at
the age of 75 in January 2001. In 2006, the
city honored Savage by naming its sanitation headquarters at 2001 28th St. N, the
Joseph E. Savage Complex. The man
known for smoking cigars probably never
considered himself a hero, but there are
many people in this city who do.
Sources:
Tampa Tribune May 9, 1993
St. Petersburg Times, Neighborhood
Times April 19, 2006, January 25, 1988,
and January 18, 2001
National SCLC website
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Naturally

He Say,
She Say

by Dr. Ramona Valentine

BY SHARLENE EMMANUEL

Q: Can a long-distance relationship work?
He Says (Simmons, 39):
Sure! If that’s what you sign
yourself up for and are willing
to put in the effort to make it
happen, then it can work.
There are women who marry men serving life sentences in prison and remain
loyal and faithful to them.
It all depends on the terms and conditions you put on your relationship. Long
distance relationships don’t work for
everyone, but for some people, it can be
healthy to have some distance. This type
of situation can make people talk more and
get to know each other better without getting caught up early in the sexual part.
I would prefer a local relationship, but
I have friends and family that have partners in the military that have been deployed for years, and they seem to work it
out just fine.
She Says (Gray, 38): A long-distance
relationship can work, depending on the reasons why
it’s long distance. If you and
your spouse have to be separated for some time due to
work, military, or even imprisonment, then
this is a situation that can be worked out if
you have a solid base and good communication. If you meet someone online and
start a relationship long distance, then this
can be tricky.
My dad always told me that you really
don’t know someone until you’ve lived
with them. If you start a relationship longdistance, then you need to think about
what the end game will be. Will you move?
Will they move? Are you compatible just
because you have good conversation and
like the way each other looks in pictures?
There’s so much to consider. Honestly, if a person has trust issues or is insecure, then it doesn’t matter if the

relationship is long distance or local.
Sharlene Says: The old saying goes
“distance makes the heart grow fonder,”
but is this true? Honestly, all relationships
require work whether local or long-distance. Relationships require trust, respect,
communication and compatibility.
For some, a long-distance relationship
may come easy. Couples utilize the best of
today’s technology to keep the lines of
communication open and make the most
of any time spent together. While it’s not
impossible to maintain a long-distance relationship, many skeptics think long-distance relationships can never, ever work.
According to clinical psychologist Dr.
Ben Michaelis, while long-distance relationships can be passionate, intense and
loving, they can also lack the ability to be
battle-tested. He explains that any time
spent with a long-distance partner is precious; therefore, it’s easy to ignore problems — creating a constant honeymoon
state.
Relationships are difficult enough without having to deal with expensive plane
tickets, long drives, and senseless virtual
arguments with no option for make-up sex.
Whether it’s long distance or local, every
person must do a personal check of their
wants and needs when it comes to a relationship. You must understand your own
limits and ultimately determine the end
game.
You can catch “He Say She Say LIVE”
with On The Beat St. Pete at Rush Hour
Restaurant and Lounge every second and
fourth Friday starting at 7 p.m. Have a “He
Say She Say” question? Send us an email
to get your question answered to onthebeatsp@gmail.com
Sharlene Emmanuel is the founder of
On the Beat St. Pete, an online media and
entertainment company that works to uplift
the positive image of the black community
in St. Pete.

Challenging communities to
consider adopting or mentoring

The flu vaccine
I have had several people ask me recently what I thought about the flu shot or
vaccine. So, I decided to write this week’s
article on that topic. I will start by saying I
personally do not get them, and here’s why.
Dr. Donald Washington, a professor of
surgery at the University of Washington
recommends avoiding the flu shot and taking vitamin D instead. There have been reports stating that 70 percent of medical
physicians refuse to take the flu shot themselves. Seventy percent is a lot, don’t you
think?
The next time your physician asks you
to take a flu shot, ask he or she if they get a
flu shot every year and make sure you look
them in the eye when they answer. You
know that old country saying: “What’s good
for the goose is good for the gander?”
In addition, I know a lot of natural
healthcare providers, which include chiropractic physicians, doctors of naturopathic
medicine and doctors of Chinese medicine,
that steer clear of it as well.
There are certain health officials that
alarm people with incorrect statistics, stating that 36,000 people each year die of influenza (flu). However, the deaths are
actually from pneumonia or cardiovascular
problems.
These false statistics frighten people
into running to take the vaccine, which only
serves to make billions of dollars for the
pharmaceutical companies. According to
CDC statistics, the actual number of deaths
is around 1,138 per year.
The flu virus is so adaptable and
changes rapidly enough that by the time
most people get a flu vaccine that virus they
are being vaccinated against has already
mutated and is no longer the same virus.
Therefore, the vaccine is no longer effective
for it.
Let’s review the flu symptoms, which include fever, chills, runny nose, muscle
aches, cough, fatigue and decreased appetite. Dr. Washington reports that a certain
vitamin D dosage is more effective.
Every year in early winter, health authorities travel to Asia to determine which
flu strains are being seen there. Then, they
assume that those same strains will be coming to the U.S. At this point, the pharmaceu-

tical companies that make flu vaccines
begin production for the Asian strains. However, the strains that wind up in the U.S.
have already mutated so are not the same.
Also, according to osteopathic physician
Dr. Joseph Mercola, inside that flu vaccine
is a whole host of toxins and cancer-causing
ingredients. How they are made is very interesting. The flu virus is cultivated inside
of a chick embryo and then deactivated
with formaldehyde, a known cancer-causing agent. It is then preserved with a chemical called thimerosal, which is made up of
49 percent mercury.
If you have studied the information on
vaccines, you probably know more than
your physician on this topic. One doctor’s
office was called and asked if mercury was
in the vaccine and they said no, just something called thimerosal. The CDC states
most vaccines contain thimerosal, thus 49
percent mercury. Some contain more than
25 mcg of mercury per dose, which is 250
times the EPA’s safety limits.
Most realize that fetuses and babies are
most likely harmed by these vaccines due
to their exposure to this neurotoxin while
their brains are going through development. Yet, it is still recommended that pregnant women and babies get the flu shot.
So what else is in the flu shot besides
mercury? Here is the list: aluminum, ethylene glycol (used in antifreeze), Triton X-100
(detergent), Phenol (carbolic acid), Betapropiolactone (disinfectant), Nonoxynol
(used to stop growth of STDs), Octoxinol 9
(spermicide), sodium phosphate, weakened viruses, animal DNA, latex and other
toxins.
Astonishing isn’t it? So, now you can
weigh the pros and cons of accepting the flu
shot and make decide for yourself.
If you would like to attend one of our nutrition or weight loss workshops, please call
(855) 771-7546, or if you have any questions
regarding this article please, email all questions to aslimmeryou@aslimmeryou.us.
Dr. Valentine is a weight loss consultant,
a health consultant and a chiropractor. You
can reach her at 855-771-SLIM (7546) or
stop by A Slimmer You at 10300 49th St. N,
Suite 211.

Children’s Board Heart Gallery Tampa Bay | Jeremiah by Pezz Photo

TAMPA BAY — We
are experiencing times
when children are being
taken from their homes
and placed in the foster
care system at alarmingly high rates. The
need for temporary
placements is critical
until permanency can be
achieved.
One Church One
Child of Florida is reaching out to families and individuals
in
local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
children pictured here
and the more than 700
like them who are waiting for a permanent
home and or mentor.
Many of these children
are minorities.
Can you provide a
loving, permanent home
for these children or
other children like them
or consider becoming
their mentors?
Churches are asked
to partner with One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, state
president
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida and vice president for National One
Church One Child, is
challenging fellow pastors to get involved and
encouraging families to
open their hearts and
homes to children in foster care.
These series of articles feature children located in communities

Why I endorse Vito Sheeley

“I’m a hugger!”
across the state; they tionate nature reciprohave no family identified cated by a forever family.
to adopt them. Will you
He’ll thrive in a lovtake the challenge of ing, patient two-parent
opening your home and home that will nurture
family to parenting his many talents and
them?
help him to retain conAugust’s child high- tact with his family outlighted in this article de- of-state.
serves to have a family.
If you are interested
Do pray sincerely for in knowing more about
them and consider mak- Jeremiah and other chiling them a part of your dren in foster care availfamily through adoption able for adoption, or if
or a part of your church you would like to bethrough Project Watch- come a foster parent,
Care for support and mentor, partner or volunmentoring.
teer, you are welcome to
Jeremiah
attend a One Church
Jeremiah’s a sweet, One Child Education
playful kid who loves Training at Hood Temgames of all kinds. He ple African Methodist
can be a little shy, but he Episcopal Zion Church
has a big heart, and located at 3608 N. 26th
cares for other people, St. in Tampa today, Aug.
and so it makes sense 23 at 6 p.m. Refreshthat his biggest goal is to ments will be served.
become a fireman when
You may also contact
he grows up.
LaKay Fayson, RecruitJeremiah tries hard ment Coordinator for
in school—excelling es- One Church One Child
pecially in math—and of Florida’s SunCoast Rehe’s very proud of being gion, at (813) 707-7113 or
chosen as a library aide lakay_fayson@ococfl.org
this year. He is a very
For more informathoughtful, loving kid tion, please log on to
who wants and deserves www.ococfl.org.
to have his sweet, affec-

C ONNECT W ITH U S !

Dear Editor:
We are truly living in
troubled times, yet what
some might even describe
as the most promising
times. I honestly can understand both thoughts depending
upon
the
viewpoint. Some may say
our political leaders have
failed us, and others might
say that the influx of nontraditional candidates into
the political arena is promising indeed.
In our community, I see
an opportunity to make
great strides in every area
of concern. What is
needed for such times as
these are candidates who
understand the challenges
firsthand and who are passionate about change.
Vito Sheeley is one
such person. The present
times dictate the need for
collaboration and unity
across racial, ethnic, sexual
orientation, place of birth
and organizational backgrounds. Vito is the person
for that level of experience
and political maturity.
He has shown his ability and willingness to represent all of the District 70
voices. He lives in the
struggles, and I have noticed that he isn’t afraid to
fight for what’s right. I
stand with him because
what you see is what you
get. He means what he
says, and he says what he
means.
We have had enough of
forked tongued representation that sells us out to
the highest bidder and
truly does not represent
the people. The times demand leadership that is not
for sale, but leadership that
has the cares and concerns
of all citizens in their
hearts, in their resolve and

at the core of why they run
for office.
Vito Sheeley is that
leader.
I stand with Vito when
he stresses that education
should be our number one
priority. We are witnessing
the dismantling of public
education in our state, so
investing in our children’s
future is critical.
And we need leaders
who understand this and
are willing to go toe-to-toe
with the powers that be.
That is why I have also endorsed Rene Flowers for
District 7 School Board
member. Our children
need firm and bold voices.
In every segment of
our community, families
are increasingly under attack for their very existence. I have watched Vito
bring together nonprofits
and other organizations to
support and fight these
concerns. This ought to be
a game changer for anyone
who was planning to vote
any other way. Vito cares
about families and not
when it’s an opportunity to
line his own pockets.
Recently, we have witnessed firsthand the racial
overtones and undercurrents of Florida’s “stand
your ground” law. I went to
Clearwater on several occasions and stood with and
prayed over the McGlotckton family. I stood with Rev.
Al Sharpton and civil rights
attorney Benjamin Crump.
Vito has said that he
won’t rest until every one
of his constituents has access to the American
Dream.
Racially-biased
sentencing, laws that drag
children into our justice
system for non-violent
youthful mistakes and
practices that make it al-

most impossible to reintegrate into society are compounding the cycle of
poverty.
We know that Vito will
bring together law enforcement and the community
to create a fair and just system because he shows up
and he speaks at the rallies
while the other candidate
hides behind his rich corporate donors, people who
could care less about the
social and criminal injustices in our nation.
We don’t want a handout. We want jobs that we
can take pride in and raise
a family on. Vito has already shown that he focuses on job training,
technical skills and employer recruitment so that
we have access to higher
wages.
As I ponder and explore my own run for political office in the near
future, it is people like Vito
that I know I could link up
with in making our region
the best that God would
have us to be. That is why
I most strongly endorse
Vito Sheeley to be our next
District 70 House of Representatives member.
Vito needs your help
and VOTE to make an impactful change in our community.
Elder Dr. G. Gregg Murray, Pastor, Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church
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I WILL STOP
DONALD TRUMP
AND RESTORE
PRESIDENT
OBAMA’S
WONDERFUL
LEGACY!”
— PHILIP LEVINE,
DEMOCRAT FOR
GOVERNOR

PHILIP LEVINE IS THE LEADER FL
FLORIDA
ORIDA NEEDS NO
NOW
W
LEVINE WILL
W
FINALLY
FINALL
LY GET FL
FLORIDA
ORID
ID
DA W
WORKING
ORKING FOR ALL OF US.
A
S GOVERNOR,
GO
OVERNOR,
V
AS
HE WILL:
• RAISE THE MINIMUM W
WAGE:
AGE: As Mayor of Miami Beach, Philip Levine took on
allahassee Republicans by passing a local ordinance that
Governor Scott and the Ta
raises the wage to over $13 per hour.
SYSTEM: As Mayorr, Levine reformed the police
• REFORM
REFORM OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE
JUSTICE SYSTEM
department, revised the department’s use-of-force policy, required officers to wear
body cameras and hired the ﬁrst African American Deputy Police Chief.
• INVEST
INVEST IN OUR SCHOOLS: Levine’s platform includes raising teacher pay by at
least $10,000 as well as investing in universal pre-K for all Florida’s children.
• ENACT
ENACT TOUGH
TOUGH GUN REFORM:
REFORM: Levine, long a leader on gun reform issues,
G ound” law, and would
supports repealing the extreme NRA-backed “Stand Yo
our Gr
ban assault weapons and will push to close the gun-show loopholes.

Democrat Philip Levine for Governor
Governor.
rnorr.

VOTE.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The leader
BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
With less than 25 years
under her belt, Akilé Anai
represents many young
and politically “woke” millennials and Gen-Xers living in south St. Pete. She
ran for City Council, District 6 in 2017 and is affiliated with the African
People’s Socialist Party
and the Uhuru movement.
Born Eritha “Akilé”
Cainion, her path took a
different route than expected after graduating
with a degree in art from
St. Petersburg College.
She had planned to move
to New York and become
an artist but decided on
staying in her hometown
and becoming a community leader.
Her desire to fight
against inequality and injustice started in middle
school. When her uncle
was sent to prison for 26
years, she decided to turn
her attention to the marginalized.
Anai watched the pain
her young cousins were
enduring without their
dad being in their lives.
His eldest was only in elementary school.
“It pained me to see
this man get locked up for
26 years. I saw my family
flooding in tears. I
couldn’t articulate it at the
moment. I knew I needed
to be sad,” Anai remembered.
She didn’t have far to
look for an example of activism. Her father instilled
in her the reasons why
her community was in its

current condition. He
taught her how and why
inequality persisted in the
black community.
To fight against disparity, she decided to join the
Uhuru Movement, a socialist organization uniting African people as one
people for liberation, social justice, self-reliance
and economic development.
Anai believes that for
the majority of the oppressed masses around
the world, radicalism has
to happen. For her, nothing is more extreme than
the life of the colonized.
From her perspective,
African-American neighborhoods in St. Pete face
the same issues that she
saw while growing up.
She sees the same abandoned buildings that she
saw as a little girl, while
large condominiums are
erected all over the city.
Anai has witnessed
her community decrease
while areas on the other
side of Central Avenue
flourished. Gentrification
has forced a number of
black people out of their
community and into an
uncertain future.
She realized that
change needed to occur,
and she wasn’t going to
wait around for someone
else to be the agent.
“There’s no economic
development for this community. It’s a horrible reality for black people here
in the city,” Anai said.
Although
she
is
young, she believes she is
ripe for a political career.
Anai considers that her
experience in activism
speaks for itself. If fact,
she said, her limited expe-

rience in corrupting the
city and doing damage is
a plus.
Anai said she will continue to fight against corrupt politicians in office
and is looking to change
the conditions in which
the black community in
St. Pete lives.
She demands economic development. She
feels the 16th Street District should be teeming
with black commerce, as
it was before a neighborhood full of businesses,
school,
homes
and
churches were razed to
build Tropicana Field.
Public safety and community control of the police also tops her list. She
feels that the black community should have a say
over who comes into their
neighborhoods.
Anai
wants the community to
have the power to hire,
fire, train and discipline
the police who function in
black neighborhoods.
“They [white police]
can’t go along doing business as usual,” she said,
adding that the status quo
of locking up of black people needs to stop now.
For her, the black
community needs the
work, money and attention, not just the downtown area. She feels it is
owed to south St. Pete for
all of the damage that has
occurred in the past such
as segregation and dividing and cutting off neighborhoods
with
the
construction of the interstate.
Anai’s life after running for city council has
had its ups and downs. Although she did not win
the seat, she won a large

following. Now a public
figure, she is also on the
radar of the powers that
be.
On Dec. 20, 2017, she
was “brutalized and arrested outside her home
for defending a black
woman who was being
harassed by a corner
store petty merchant.”
She was “booked on petty
charges such as disorderly conduct and resisting
arrest
without
violence.”
Despite the experience, she continues fighting for the economic
freedom of her people. Arresting polarizing figures
in an attempt to discredit
is nothing new, and she
will not let it stop her.
“We cannot live like
this anymore.”
Anai is continuing her
work with Communities
United for Reparations
and Economic Development, a permanent grassroots organization based
on uniting the entire city
through reparations to
the black community,

With her activism, Akilé Anai demands
reparations and economic development
for St. Pete’s black community.
ending big-money domination and gentrification
and building power to the
neighborhoods.
With the current social system, she contends,
many young black children have a feeling of
hopelessness. The youth
see their parents and
other family member’s
poor living conditions and
feel that they are stuck in

the same insurmountable
situations. The psychology trauma stems generations.
For this activist, these
conditions must change,
and she’s willing to do
whatever it takes.
This story is part of a
50-article series honoring
black women in the Tampa
Bay area.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Country club set to sell to developers
From RESIDENTS, front page

multiple species of flora
and fauna and a lower
quality of life for impacted
residents?
On Tuesday, Aug. 14,
the Community Planning
and Preservation Commission seemed to answer
this question with a “yes,”
when it recommended
city council approval of
the country club’s request
to amend its zoning and
land use maps on three of
four plots presented.
The Lakewood Estates
Civic Association (LECA)
website gives the impression that most residents of
the neighborhood believe
that it is the golf course
that gives the estates its
value–and therefore, what
is best for the golf course
is best for the residents.
However, some residents
worried about the precedent the move would set,
and whether it opened the
door to gentrification.
Residents opposing
the application included
Helen Simon, who requested delaying the vote,
encouraging the commission members to consider
the financial health of the
St. Petersburg Country
Club.
“This is the third time
since 2007 the country
club has requested to sell
land to developers,” stated
Simon. “We all know that
golf courses have been
closing across the country
for years…they were over-

built, and people are playing less golf.”
She said the country
club claimed it had to sell
because it was losing
money, and if it couldn’t
stay afloat, the entire property would have to be sold
to developers.
Simon revealed the
country club sold property to a developer in
2014, who built two-story
“McMansions” targeted
exclusively to high-income buyers at prices between $400,000 and
$500,000. She expressed
concerns regarding what
more high-priced development would mean for
the
neighborhood’s
mixed-income and diverse population, recommending
that
the
commission ask the country club hard questions
about its financial state
before approving the
zone changes.
“I believe that the application process was not
followed,” said resident
Phillip Garrett, stating
that according to the St.
Petersburg Comprehensive Plan, residents were
supposed to be given
ample time to understand
the application process
and the effects of the construction but that this
hadn’t been the case.
Phillip Garrett also reminded the commission
of sewer issues that
needed to be addressed.

“The city just did an
analysis of city run-off because we’re having problems,” he remarked,
noting that he had video
of solid waste spewing
from manhole covers during major storms. “If we
have 21 new homes going
up, that will affect the
sewer system that has not
been repaired in Lakewood Estates for many
years.”
Phillip Garrett shared
that he and other residents were concerned
that the country club’s applications were getting
“rubber stamped” without proper research and
protocol, and without considering the needs and
concerns of the residents
– reminding the commission that the Comprehensive Plan was created not
to protect the country
club’s financial situation,
but to protect the citizens
and community.
“Let’s not gentrify
Lakewood Estates one

parcel at a time.”
Resident Lauri Burke
brought pictures of the
protected flora such as
the banyan tree and
“watch-listed” fauna including the gopher tortoise,
sharing
her
concerns about what construction would mean for
these species.
Debbie Garrett, who
lives less than 100 feet
away from one of the proposed areas, said that
she’s devastated. “
I got the notice in my
mailbox on a Saturday
and had to notify the city
[about her intent to oppose the application] by
Tuesday,” said Debbie
Garrett. “When I went to
speak to my two neighbors they had no knowledge of it.”
Debbie Garrett also
shared concerns on how
the construction of new
homes would impact the
community’s
already
over-burdened roads, noting that just a few years

ago some youngsters
were hit by a car entering
the golf course.
Jason Cowan, a resident and also president of
Friends of Boyd Hill,
shared that while he was
only opposed to parcel D,
which borders the preserve, he was concerned
about the lack of transparency of the application
process. Cowan was disturbed that not only had
his organization not been
notified of the application
at all, but members of
Boyd Hill staff hadn’t
heard anything about it
either.
However, while all the
opposing speakers were
passionate and clearly
upset, the application to
recommend the city
amend the zoning and
FLUM easily passed, with
commissioners Burke,
Michaels, Rogo, Winters
and Wolfe approving. The
only opposing vote came
from
Commissioner
Gwendolyn Reese, who

spoke passionately on behalf of the community.
“As I’ve listened to
this, I’ve become more
and more concerned
about the accountability
and the transparency,”
stated Reese. “When
we’re talking about something as significant as
this, I think people should
be given the maximum
amount of time for notification. People should
have opportunities to
have face-to-face discussions and alleviate their
concerns.”
The vote on the fourth
parcel of land was delayed because of its proximity to Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve, which carries
out regular prescribed
burns to clear invasive
species, protect endangered species’ habitats
and prevent wildfires.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
School-To-Work Readiness program a success
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Learning to be responsible
enough to get your first job
as a teenager requires
hands-on-deck supportive
parents and self-motivation. These two critical elements were celebrated
when Bethel Community
Foundation’s
Summer
Bridge School-To-Work
Readiness program held
its annual graduation dinner ceremony earlier this
month.
Family members and
friends both smiled and
cried as 14 young men and
women names were called
out for awards and certificates of successful completion of the program.
Assistant Police Chief
Antonio Gilliam of the St.
Petersburg Police Department congratulated the
students and welcomed
the families, while guest
speaker Jocelyn Lawrence
encouraged students to
not only dream about what
they want to do with their
future but also to be doers.
“Hard workers sacrifice, dedicate time and put
in an effort to make their
dreams come true,” said
Lawrence.

Assistant Police Chief
Antonio Gilliam of the
St. Petersburg Police
Department

Her speech emphasized how success is synonymous with pursuing
one’s dream no matter
how difficult it may be.
“Do you want to die living your legacy or do you
want to live…saying ‘I
wish.’ Live your dream!
You don’t need your
friends to live your dream.
You don’t need your family
members to live out your
dream. You and only God
have got the power to
make your dream come
true!”
Ninth grader Orinthian
Long had almost given up
all hope of success before
entering the Summer
Bridge program.
“I had got into an incident of a battery charge
when I got out of school
one day,” said Long.
According to Long, another student was harassing him and other students
on the school bus at the
end of the day at Azalea
Middle School.
“Then he messed up
and said that he wished I
was dead like my grandmother who had passed recently. She hadn’t even
been dead a month yet!”
Long said the boy
crossed the line, and they
got into a fight on the

school bus. The next day,
he was confronted by the
boy’s best friend at school,
and another fight occurred.
According to Long, two
police officers broke up
the fight and connected it
with the incident on the
bus the day before. With a
pile of tardy referrals and
two fights, he was charged
with battery and transferred to Pinellas Secondary School.
Long’s mother wasted
no time in introducing her
son to Bethel Community
Foundation
Director
James Myles. After being
accepted into the Summer
Bridge School-To-Work
Readiness program, he
missed the first day of
class.
“So that Tuesday when
I came to the program, I
had to stay afterward to
catch up with everything
after everyone else went
home.”
Long said his feelings
of not wanting to be in the
program
gradually
changed as he started
making new friends. Honors student Richelle Still
was one of those friends,
and her positive encouragement had a significant
impact on the young man.

She even helped him with
his graduation speech.
About to give up, she
gave him examples and
showed him snippets of
her speech. Long summed
up his experiences with
the School-To-Work Readiness program in one sentence.
“I changed; a complete
360!” [sic]
Still is an honor student
at The Boca Ciega High
School. She first heard
about the School-To-Work
Readiness
program
through Janet Harris, who
is a literacy coach at her
high school. Still and Harris also attend the same
church.
“For her [Harris] to
recommend the program
to me, I knew it would be
something that I would
enjoy,” said Still.
Moreover, Still liked
what she read in the
brochure about learning
skills, goal setting and selfesteem.
“And I know I can work
on that,” said Still about
her self-esteem issues.
As she worked on improving her self-esteem as
well as job and life skills,
she was empathetic to situations that some of her
classmates were facing.

Still stated that she had
seen her older sister go
through the process of filling out college applications, writing a resume and
filling out job applications.
“I was hoping I could
get a little more comfortable with that, and I think I
definitely did,” said Still,
adding that her biggest
problem was not knowing
how to write a resume.
With help from program advisors, she got her
resume written. She
shared what students had
to do to complete their
mock job interviews successfully.
“We were giving a
sheet with different questions that an employer may
ask you, and we kind of
had to figure out a way to
answer them, but in a way
that is professional but
real.”
Still added that one of
the first skills students
learned in the mock interview was how to introduce
themselves starting with a
firm handshake.
“Mrs. Shaw would walk
through the class shaking
our hands, and she would
say, ‘You need to make that
stronger,’” stated Still, noting that a firm handshake
was not as easy as it seems.

Bethel Community
Foundation Director
James Myles

L-R, Lewis Stephens, Jr., Constance Shaw,
Richelle Still and William Thomas

Still was not only impressed with the classes,
but also with the people
who worked with her and
the other students, especially Lewis Stephens, Jr.,
the founder of I Support
Youth.
“I was really inspired
by the fact that he has his
own organizations, and it’s
cool that he’s so young, yet
he can make such a big difference.”
I Support Youth identifies and rewards students
who have made a significant improvement in academics, life skills and job
performance. The organization also recognizes parents for contributing to
their child’s success.
Stephens, Jr. made
such an impression on Still
that she hopes to follow in
his footsteps one day.
The afternoon celebration ended with dinner,
dessert and a photo session for kids and their parents.
For
more
information about the
School-To-Work Readiness
program, contact James
Myles at (727) 866-2747.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Orinthian Long had trouble
writing his graduation speech,
but in the end, he did a
masterful job with it.

Free
ee Sprink
i klerr Sys
Sy
ystem Checkk-up
St. Petersburg residents:
Is your sprinkler system watering as efﬁciently as it can?
To help answer this question, the city is offering a free
check-up to customers irrigating with
potable (city), well, or reclaimed water.
Participants in the program will receive at No Charge:



 



  




















 












To be eligible, you must be a city of
St. Petersburg water customer, and your
property must:

"11-:/08

E-Mail: SensibleSprinkling@stpete.org
or call 727-551-3177
Limited time offer. Restrictio
ons may
apply. Installation off suggestted
OQFKƂECVKQPUPQVKPENWFGFKPVJKU
offer. Partial funding provide
ed
D[VJG5QWVJYGUV(NQTKFC9C
CVGT
Management District.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mr. White House-Chief-of-Staff meets Congresswoman Frederica
Wilson and black women: A tutorial, Part 1
BY DR. YVONNE
SCRUGGS-LEFTWICH

Many occasions that
celebrate accomplishments
of
African-American
women also are intended to
support our communities,
our neighborhoods, our
families and advance the
top issues on our equity and
justice agenda, thus improving and stabilizing our
status in our country, the
United States of America.
For a people who have
needed for our “backs to be
gotten” for centuries, in
order literally to survive,
black women have stood in
the breach for themselves
and for their families. We
continue to do that.
We have often been vilified for that breach standing. But these days, black
women increasingly get
elected to public office because constituents see how
well we serve in that leadership role, locally and nationally.
Today, nationally, there
is one black woman—Senator Kamala D. Harris from
California— and there are
20
African-American
women members of the
U.S. House of Representatives, making a total of 46
African-American women
and men in all of Congress.
One of the black women
members is Florida’s Congresswoman Frederika
Wilson, whose namerecognition was pejoratively heightened by Mr.
White House, Caucasian,
Chief of Staff John Kelly,
who called the congresswoman an “empty barrel.”
He then proceeded to
fabricate a statement,
which the congresswoman
had never uttered. We
learned of Mr. Chief-ofStaff’s lie from a video confirming his lie. To date, he
has yet to apologize to the
congresswoman for his errors and insults, and just
plain trifling behavior.
Anyone who knows
even the barest minimum
history about the AfricanAmerican culture knows
about black women as

breech-standing advocates
in times of crisis. Lynchings, murders, deaths in
war, and other abuses and
pain are such times. If Mr.
Chief-of-Staff Kelly did not
know who Congresswoman Wilson was, he
should have known that he
needed to find someone to
ask!
Given his apparent lack
of operational familiarity
with
African-American
leadership, a Google tutorial would have been less
offensive and incorrigible
to the slain hero Sargent La
David Johnson’s widow
and family than the path he
followed: flying by the seat
of his presumptuous pants
and manufacturing inaccuracies about the words that
the congresswoman had
NOT spoken.
Given that the White
House West Wing reportedly now has no senior
black advisor, who would
Kelly have asked?
What follows below is
the tutorial with which Mr.
Chief-of-Staff should have
been provided in advance
of his turning his short attention span to insult the
duly elected Congresswoman Wilson. Access to
such information might
have avoided Mr. Chief-ofStaff Kelly tripping his
light-fantastic about Congresswoman Wilson’s professionalism
while
educating him about which
one of them, in fact, was the
“empty barrel” - the Congresswoman Wilson or Mr.
Chief-of Staff-Kelly?
Bet that you can guess!!
African-American
women leaders have historically been buffers of protection, arbiters of public
decorum, models of aspiration and inspiration against
despair. Many of us have
risen from menial labor to
serve as lamplighters for
our passage, out of danger
and into world accomplishments and leadership.
These icons listed
below are invoked to remind audiences of the
black women warriors who
taught us—by example as

well as by exhortations—
how to lead and to negotiate for power; how to use
influence and plan longterm strategies and how to
keep our dignity while simultaneously protecting
ourselves. All of this, usually with no funds, and with
begged, loaned or borrowed working-resources.
We extol the following
icons, regularly:
Fannie Lou Hamer:
Voting Rights fire-brand,
severely beaten and disfigured in her quest for black
voters’ rights in her Deep
South region, as well as
even within the deliberative
halls of the Democratic National Committee! Her
mantra was: “I’m sick and
tired of being sick and
tired!” That remains true
for many of us today.

55 years and head of the
National Council of Negro
Women. The headquarters, in the magnificent edifice bearing her name, the
purchase of which she herself orchestrated to its completion
and
to
its
mortgage-burning, is located on Pennsylvania Avenue,
N.W,
exactly
between the White House
and the Nation Capitol
building, in Washington,
D.C.

Dr.
C.
DeLoris
Tucker: A Feminist leader
and political powerbroker
for Black Elected Officials
(BEO’s), especially black
women with political aspirations. She founded the
National Congress of Black
Women and co-founder of
the National Women’s Political Caucus, in collaboration with Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm, and feminists Gloria Steinem and
Betty Friedan.

Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm
Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm: Pioneering school teacher, the
first black woman to be
elected to the U.S. House of
Representative and the first
black woman—and the first
African American of any
gender—ever to run for the
office of U.S. President.
Dr. Dorothy Irene
Height: Civil rights and
women’s rights leader for

“Service is the rent which
we pay, for living on this
earth, “ deeded to us by
these and other iconic ancestors. She has used her
visionary leadership and
her legal skills to bring
about significant changes
in the life-chances and legal
protections and regulations
guarding the lives of American children.

Evelyn Gibson Lowery

Dr. Dorothy Irene
Height

Fannie Lou Hamer

Evelyn Gibson Lowery: Was a civil rights
leader and activist. She and
her husband, the Rev. Dr.
Joseph E. Lowery, advocated and lead the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, where he still
advocates for today at 96.

Coretta Scott King
Coretta Scott King: The
widow of martyred Nobel
Peace Prize Laurette and
leader Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. She continued her
advocacy until her death.

Geneva Ellen Byrd
Scruggs: An educator,
politician, agent of change
and a “race woman” if ever
there was one. She
founded a network of parent-teacher organizations
largely to encourage
African-American parents
to assert their agency in
the education of their own
children.
She strongly advocated
for the then-new process of
public school integration,
welcoming black teachers
into newly integrated
schools. Even in “up south”
cities such as Buffalo, New
York, the only black
teacher I ever had throughout my primary and secondary school years was
my mother – at home.
Scruggs was the first
black woman ever to run
for regional public office in
upstate New York, and to
seek election to the nineperson Erie County Common Council. Geneva B.
did not win. Public office
was seen as a “man’s job,”
in Erie County, New York,
in 1955, and in most of the
rest of the United States.
There also were no white
women on the county
council either in that era.
Marian Wright Edelman, Esq: Founder and
CEO of the Children’s Defense and Educational
Fund, she reminds us that,

Marian Wright
Edelman, Esq
have
Things
changed—some—talk to
Hillary Clinton about that.
But also, praises for the two
successful terms of President Barack Obama and
First
Lady
Michelle
Obama! They were very
profound breakers of glass
and racial ceilings.
About the Author
Dr. Yvonne ScruggsLeftwich is a political scientist, public policy specialist,
and a journalist whose writing awards include: Washington-Baltimore
Newspaper Guild’s “Bernie
Harrison Front Page
Award” and the Association of Black Journalists’
Griot Award for Commentary.
She is the author of
several books, numerous
commentaries; earned a
year-long Fulbright Fellowship to Germany and
was inducted into the Hall
of Fame of St. Petersburg,
Fla., among other accomplishments. Dr. ScruggsLeftwich earned her Ph.D.
degree from the University of Pennsylvania at
Philadelphia, was the
deputy mayor of that city,
and the Commissioner of
Housing for New York
State in Governor Mario
Cuomo’s Cabinet.

w w w. T h e W e e k l y C h a l l e n g e r. c o m
Primary Election is Tuesday, Aug. 28
From POLITICS, front page

more parents could attend.
He said that morale is low
among staff in the district
and recommended offering
a more comprehensive annual climate survey for employees.
District 3 – School
Board Member, countywide
Former high school
and middle school English
teacher Nicole Carr met
children who had experienced so much trauma she
decided to become a school
counselor. Upon experiencing the role of school counselor becoming more of a
“test administrator,” she got
her doctorate to look at program administration, intent
to share that “school counselors matter.”
With experience as a
program evaluator for Title
1 and as an assistant principal at Lakewood Elementary, she stated that
numbers show achievement for students in the district has not improved
much in the last decade.
“We need to do less testing of our students, so
there’s more time for
[them] to do the learning.”
She also said our
schools are going backward, becoming more segregated and not offering
equitable access to educa-

tion.
Current board vicechair Peggy O’Shea said
school safety is the most
significant challenge in the
district due to the Marjorie
Stoneman Douglas Act.
While teachers had training, she admitted videos
that were developed for
children were too scary, so
they’re developing other
ways to prepare elementary students that will ensure their safety.
“We still have an
achievement
gap–especially for our African-American young men…they’re
the group that struggles
the most.”
She acknowledged that
change was slow, and vigilance and relevant answers
were needed.
After 33 years of teaching, Carl “Z” Zimmerman
believes that students
“learn by doing,” and said
that when kids are engaged, they’re not a problem. “I believe every single
child should have skills… if
they drop out of school at
16, they should have skills
to get a job.”
He said we need to “resteer the entire education
ship, and we need to praise
vocational instead of talking
about it like it’s a curse.”
He wants to encourage

a program like New York’s
BOCES at Pinellas Technical College (PTC).
District 6 – School
Board Member
Lorena Grizzle is a
schoolteacher who said
school safety is what’s most
important to her, referring
to unmonitored students in
hallways as an ongoing
issue. She also wants more
support for teachers, including how teachers are
being hired and treated by
principals, “because it rolls
right down to the kids…
whatever happens to the
teacher is going to happen
to the kids.”
She added wanting
more trade programs, including increased relationships with unions in Tampa
for student internships
from the vocational programs.
Dr.
Matt
Stewart
doesn’t come from the
classroom on the primary
or secondary school level
and shared he felt that
would bring important diversity to a board that currently has five out of seven
members who’ve come
from the classroom.
He shared that he believed his work in human
administration for county
government will enable
him to deal with some of

the staff’s morale issues.
Because he has taught at
St. Petersburg College, he
agrees that trades and technical opportunities are important because not every
child belongs in college.
He believed strong
mental health services, behavioral support, and addressing the underlying
causes of violence in the
school is a community conversation that needs to be
addressed.
District 7 – School
Board Member
Current school board
member Rene Flowers
shared that Pinellas vocational programs are booming at PTC, and mentioned
current programs including
the culinary arts program,
the on-going affiliation with
the AFL-CIO, and insisted
there are many programs
that don’t get the attention
they deserve.
She shared PCSB has a
robust recruitment team to
address better student representation on staff, and
also said that this fall the
board is planning meetings
out in the community to encourage more parental engagement.
Dr. Bilan Joseph, a native of St. Pete, shared that
it has been her time teaching at Azalea Middle school

that spurred her to enter
the race. After a decade of
living and teaching in
Gainesville, she read the
Tampa Bay Times’ article
“Failure Factories” and returned home to “create
change.”
“Everything that they
talked about in those articles three years ago, I’m
still seeing today as a
teacher on the ground.”
She shared that she believed with the new technologies and today’s
student being so different
than students of decades
ago, that an educator with
today’s perspective was
necessary.
Stating his 13 years in
Pinellas County schools
have convinced him that

the district moves much too
slowly, Nicholas Wright
brought a technological
platform to the county that
is now used in all PCSB
middle and high schools.
But he believes there are
more academic technical
programs that the county
should be using, stating
they’re dragging their feet
on moving forward.
He also wants to change
the disciplinary system,
stating that the county has
been moving too slowly in
bringing restorative practice into schools.
The Primary Election is
next Tuesday, Aug. 28.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
congregation thank God for
his continual mercy, grace
and abundant blessings. We
strive to give God our utmost
praise for the awesome gift
of His Son, Jesus Christ and
extend to our community an
invitation to share in our
praise as we pursue our mission of Creating a BibleBased Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
Minister Anthony Miffin
brought Sundays Message
entitled ‘The Lord is Blessing Me Right Now’. We
were reminded that God is
blessing us with His Grace.
(Ephesians 4:1 – But unto
every one of us is given
grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ); secondly the Lord is blessing us
when we give Him the glory.
(Psalm 29:2 – Give unto the
Lord the glory due unto his

name, worship the Lord in
the beauty of holiness) and
third, the Lord is blessing
me with his glorious gospel.
(1 Thessalonians 1:5 – For
our gospel came not unto
you in word only, but also in
power, and in the Holy Ghost
and in much assurance; as ye
know what manner of men
we were among you for your
sake. We thank Minister
Miffin for the reminders of
God’s continual blessing to
us. Our doors are always
open to you, so join us on
Sundays at 10:45 to receive
the full depth of each message.
Bowling competition is
on again between Mt. Pilgrim, Mt. Calvary and St.
Mark as St. Mark defends its
win. We’re looking forward
to the fellowship among
these churches on Saturday,
August 25 @ 4;00 pm at Sunrise Lanes. Comes out join
us in friendly competition
and fellowship even if you
don’t bowl, be in the number
as a witness and a cheer-

leader.
Our celebration and
praise to God continue as we
mark St. Mark’s 87th Anniversary this year. Join us
August 26 @ 3:30 for a PreAnniversary Service with
New
Jerusalem
M.B.
Church, Rev. Troy Adams,
Pastor as they come over to
help us praise God for another year of service. Keep
your ears tuned for dates and
time of the many other
events planned as we march
to the culmination of the
87th Church Anniversary on
October 14, 2018.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South,
St.
Petersburg,

Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available - Call the Church at
(727) 906-8300 – Monday –
Friday from 9:00 AM – 3:00
PM.
FAMILY
REUNION
THE SHIP
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENTS: WE ARE ON
OUR “SUMMER BREEZE”
SCHEDULE
Sunday, August 26, 2018
Both Worship Service is
Back To School Sunday
TUESDAY, AUGUST 28,
2018 FROM 7AM UNTIL
7PM – PRIMARY ELECTION DAY-DO THE RIGHT
THING AND VOTE.
Tuesday, August 28,
2018 at 7:00 pm, Located in
Classroom 1, the Drama
Ministry is inviting all
singers, actors, dancers and
helpers to our Christmas
Drama Presentation Informational Meeting.
August 29-31, 2018, REVIVAL – Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., will be in Revival at 7:30
pm nightly at New Jerusalem
Missionary Baptist Church,
Rev. Troy Adams, Pastor.
Workshop will commence at
6:30 pm nightly, Pastor Fleming Tarver, Guest Lecture,

Pastor Evans is asking for
your Prayers and Support.
Revival is Coming: September 10-12, 2018 7:00-8:00
pm nightly, Prayer of Preparation, Pastor is asking All
Ministries and Tribe Birth
Months to see the schedule
for the aforementioned. September 17-19, 2018 at 7:00
pm nightly, Adult Mass
Choir, Male Chorus and the
Ushers Ministries to serve
nightly.
Sunday, September 23,
2018 at 4:00 pm – Fellowship
with St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, 1301 37th
Street South, Rev. Brian K.
Brown, Pastor, Pastor Evans
is asking that the Adult Mass
Choir, Male Chorus and 2nd
Sunday Ushers to Serve, let
us show up in big numbers
to help St. Mark in their Celebration of their 87th Church
Anniversary and the Mortgage Burning.
Special Thank You...
Goes to RUSH HOUR
CHICKEN AND WAFFLES
(2140 34TH STREET
SOUTH) DONATION TOWARDS THE “RADICALS
FOR CHRIST” EVENT Let's
show our love and appreciation by Supporting His Business. BROTHER AHMAD
WASHINGTON
DONATION AND DISTRIBUTION
OF THE BACK 2 SCHOOL
BACK PACKS.
PEW RALLY WINNER
IS: SIS. OLIVER LAMBERT
AND THE CLASS OF 1969.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

It’s time to do something!
“For the Father loves the Son and shows
him all things that he himself does: and he
will show him greater works than these that
you may marvel.” John 5:20
Jesus Christ was just like the Father. He
also spoke many things into existence. He
spoke to the winds and the waves and they
obeyed his voice (Matthew 8:26-27). Nevertheless, Jesus Christ was not just a man of
words; Jesus Christ was also a man of action
whenever action was necessary.
When Jesus Christ came to the temple
and saw how the people were abusing the Father’s house and misusing the people of God,
he was moved to action. Not only did he
speak words to instruct them that the purpose of the house of God was to be a house
of prayer for all people, Jesus Christ also put
the moneychangers out of the temple. He realized that mere words were not enough for
the thieves who were selling defective animal

sacrifices and overcharging the people. He
was keenly aware that they needed to be
physically removed from the temple.
What action steps do you need to take?
What do you need to physically remove from
your temple? What ways of thinking and
speaking need to be extracted from your consciousness? What are you being called to do
to help others? How can speak up for others
who are having a challenge with speaking up
for themselves? How can you speak out
against injustice and ensure right actions in
various systems?
We must walk in Jesus Christ’s footsteps.
We can’t just sit and watch injustice, discrimination, abuse, neglect, violence and crime as
if it were a television show. We are held accountable for what we know and what we see.
We must do something about it. If we follow
the leading of the Holy Spirit, God will let us
know when to speak and when to take action.
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ordinances preventing the
shooting of guns in a public park.
“He never backed
down as mayor, so as governor I know he will never
back down,” proclaimed
Wheeler-Bowman.
The crowd applauded
enthusiastically
when
Gillum took to the mike.
Flanked by his wife and
two children, he joked,
“We are a real family…
when you cannot find a
sitter, you got to bring
your kids to work with
you.”
Regarding his fight
against the NRA, he explained, “They took us to
court; the good news is
we beat them at the circuit court, we beat them
at the appellate court, and
we said, ‘We’ll see you in
the Supreme Court if you
want to take it there.”
He spoke of founding
the Campaign to Defend
Local Solutions, which
brings together a national
coalition of officials, organizations and individuals organized to push
back against state preemption of local laws.
Gillum said the campaign
is “a way to make sure

local governments are
able to stiffen our spine
and square our shoulders
and be prepared to push
back” through a unified
and collective voice.
The
Tallahassee
mayor also took time to
acknowledge Councilman
Steve Kornell, Lorna Taylor, who sponsored the
event and Terri Lipsey
Scott, executive director
of the Woodson. Gillum
also personalized his relation to the museum, quoting from Carter G.
Woodson’s “The Miseducation of the Negro,” and
sharing the book’s impact
on his life.
“We all ought to be in
an everyday constant pursuit of liberation of the
mind, and of the spirit – to
make sure every single
day we are living free.”
Stating that part of “living free” is not shrinking
back but standing in one’s
truth, joking that while
Republicans often tried to
catch him in a lie, they
never could
because
videos showed he was always consistent “saying
the same thing everywhere.”
“I honestly believe the

way a Democrat is going
to win this race is not by
capitulating, pretending to
be something we’re not…
but by living the truth…
giving people the reason
to go out and vote for
something,
not
just
against [something],” he
insisted.
He referred to Democrats losing the last five gubernatorial races, leaving
a Republican governor in
office for the previous 20
years. He also noted that
in the last two elections,
Gov. Rick Scott only won
the race by single-digit
percentages–fewer than
70,000 votes.
“We have to turn our
voters out like we’ve
never done before,” he asserted.
He also spoke of not
only a metaphorical mess
to clean up in government, but also a literal
mess–our ocean’s waters.
“We’ve got algae
blooms flowing out of the
east and the west side of
this state right now – of
guacamole content in
some places. It’s disgusting—but worse than disgusting…it is deadly,”
Gillum asserted, speaking

of the toxic blue-green
algae bloom resulting
from the rerouting of
Lake Okeechobee that
caused Gov. Scott to declare a state of emergency.
He noted that the last
20 years of Republican
leadership had resulted in
our environmental protection being overseen by
the worst, largest “polluters” the state has ever
seen and that when it
came to corrective action,
all that’s been required is
a plan of “best practices,”
but no follow-up or requirement for those practices to be carried out.
“When we win this
race, we are going to hold
those owners accountable
for their actions and make
them do right,” Gillum affirmed.
Also an advocate for
renewable energy, he
noted, “I’m proud that the
same
week
Donald
Trump—I ain’t proud of
that part,” he joked, continuing, “but the same
week Donald Trump
pulled out the Paris Accord, in my city we broke
ground on a 120-acre
solar pump tripling the

amount of solar energy
that we can use.”
Listing other environmental accomplishments,
he added he would hold
his ecological record up
against any of the candidates’ records in either
party.
An outspoken advocate against “stand your
ground,” he also spoke of
the shooting of Markeis
McGlockton.
“Stand your ground
has no place in civilized
society,” a statement that
also brought cheers.
Speaking passionately,
Gillum maintained that
the law allowed individuals to become judge, jury
and executioner. “That
law has to be repealed,
and that will be a top priority for our administration,” he reiterated.
He talked about education, a woman’s right to
choose, supporting a $15
minimum wage and being
a governor who would do
what was in the best interest of all of Florida, regarding of class, color,
sexuality and gender identity. He plans to transform
the state into one that
“works for everybody”…

giving everyone the opportunity for “radical success.”
Stating that he would
be a governor who could
relate to the majority of
constituents, he joked, “I
think I may be the only
Democratic running who
has a mortgage.”
“My mother told me
that the only thing in life I
should ever ask for is a
chance,” Gillum shared
towards the end of the
gathering. “So I’m asking
for a chance to go to Tallahassee. Not as a mayor,
but as the governor who
is most qualified...who
just happens to be a person of color… and isn’t a
millionaire.”
With U.S. Sen. Bernie
Sanders making two appearances with Gillum
last week on the I-4 Corridor, his numbers surged
putting him in third place
behind U.S. Rep. Gwen
Graham and former
Miami
Beach
Mayor Philip Levine.
Primary Election Day
is Tuesday, Aug. 28.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.
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LEARN MORE BY VISITING:
www.andrewgillum.com/issues/
www.andrewgillum.com/issues/

Paid by Andrew Gillum, Demo
Democrat,
ocrat, for Governor.

